
G.D. 2a 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Approval of a New B.A. Program in Classical Studies 

Iowa State University 
 
Date:  December 4, 2000 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Approve Iowa State University's proposal for a new B.A. Program in Classical 
Studies with the understanding that the new ISU president review any expansion 
of this area in relation to the overall needs, resources and priorities of Iowa State 
University, and subsequently report back to the Board. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
Iowa State University requests approval of a new B.A. program in Classical 
Studies within the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures in the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  The program will also involve the following 
departments in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences:  English, History, Political 
Science, and Philosophy and Religious Studies.  The proposed new major 
formalizes the curricula taken by a series of individually approved petitions by 
students over the last 10 years or so by using the Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Interdepartmental Studies Major. 
 
The new major, which will accompany an existing minor in Classical Studies, will 
meet the needs of students who discover their primary interests in the study of 
Classical Greek and Roman literature, as well as those who see the study of a 
culture and its language as much more comprehensive.  The new major 
encourages students to study classical culture in its broadest sense, and enables 
them to explore such areas as classical history, politics, philosophy, religion, and 
archaeology, as well as Greek and Latin literature. 
 
The Board Office and the ICEC have reviewed the Board's duplication questions 
and have concluded that the program is not unnecessarily duplicative.  While SUI 
and UNI and other institutions in the state offer this general program area, this 
program has been previously offered at ISU by a series of individually approved 
petitions by students over the last 10 years by using an "Interdepartmental Studies 
Major" (also currently offers a minor in Classical Studies).  The proposed program 
would formalize this existing  curricula.  The program would not involve any new 
costs than those already incurred in the interdepartmental major.  More important 
is the ability to meet existing student demand for a formal major program in this 
academic area.  To not offer the program would be a disservice to students and 
would not result in any significant savings. 
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The Board Office is recommending this program for approval, however, it should 
be noted that had this program not utilized existing faculty and not been previously 
offered in another form, and if the program had required additional resources, the 
program might not have been recommended for approval.  At the Board's request, 
all duplicative program proposals need to be reviewed, based on the Board 
Questions concerning duplication (Regent Procedural Guide, §6.09).  This policy is 
contextual, meaning that a program may be duplicative but not be unnecessarily 
duplicative if it passes some critical aspects of the Board's duplication questions 
and, in the judgment of the Board, it is determined that the specific circumstances 
warrant its approval.  Such is the case with this program. 
 
The specific Board Office rationale for recommending approval of this program is 
as follows: 
 

1. The Board's policy on "duplication" has always been interpreted as 
contextual (i.e., each new proposed program that is possibly duplicative is 
reviewed, based on the circumstances unique to the program).  In this 
instance, the following factors carried great weight: 

A. An "informal" program in this academic area already exists at ISU; 

B. The University states that no new resources will be required to 
implement the program since the faculty courses and library materials, 
etc., are already in place: 

C. Program will remain small; 

D. It is a service to students to be graduates of a formal program of 
study; and 

E. The faculty that teach in this area already teach other related subjects 
such as history, but will contribute to the course offerings in this 
interdisciplinary program. 

F. The Board's approved "Role" and "Scope" statement for ISU states 
that it will develop "strong undergraduate programs in the arts and 
humanities" and this proposal is consistent with this statement.  
(Procedural Guide §6.03B) 

 
Responses to the Board of Regents new program questions and duplication 
questions have been prepared by the University and are attached. 
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